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reserving for some other occasion the matter of
their death.

As for the other captives who were left to them,
destined to die on the spot, they attached them, to
stakes fastened in the earth, which they had arranged
in various cabins. To these, on leaving the village,
they set fire on all sides, —taking pleasure, at their
departure, in feasting upon the frightful cries which
these poor victims uttered in the midst of those
flames, where children were broiling beside their
mothers; where a husband saw his wife roasting
near him; where cruelty itself would have had com-
passion at a spectacle which had nothing human
about it, except the innocence of those who were in
torture, most of whom were Christians.

An old woman, escaped from the midst of that fire,
bore the news of it to the village of Saint Michel,
where there were about [44] seven hundred men in
arms, who charged upon the enemy; but, not having
been able to overtake him. after two days' march,
partly the want of provisions, partly the dread of
combatting without advantage an enemy encouraged
by his victories, and one who had mostly firearms,
of which our Hurons have very few,— all these things
obliged them to retrace their steps, without having
done aught. They found upon the roads, from time
to time, various captives, who — not having strength
enough to follow the conqueror, who was precipitat-
ing his retreat-—had had their heads split by a blow
of the hatchet; others remained, half burned, at a
post.


